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1
INTERPOSERS INCLUDING FLUIDIC
MICROCHANNELS AND RELATED
STRUCTURES AND METHODS

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATION

The subject matter of this application is related to the
subject matter of U.S. patent application Ser. No. 13/536,034,
filed Jun. 28,2012, now U.S. Pat. No. 8,980,688, issued Mar.
17,2015, the disclosure of which is incorporated herein in its
entirety by this reference.

TECHNICAL FIELD

The present disclosure relates to methods of forming semi-
conductor structures that include fluidic microchannels in an
interposer for fluid flow, and to interposers and semiconduc-
tor structures and devices fabricated using such methods.

BACKGROUND

The three-dimensional (3D) integration of two or more
semiconductor structures can produce a number of benefits to
microelectronic applications. For example, 3D integration of
microelectronic components can result in improved electrical
performance and power consumption while reducing the area
of'the device footprint. See, for example, P. Garrou, et al. “The
Handbook of 3D Integration,” Wiley-VCH (2008).

The 3D integration of semiconductor structures may take
place by the attachment of a semiconductor die to one or more
additional semiconductor dice (i.e., die-to-die (D2D)), a
semiconductor die to one or more semiconductor wafers (i.e.,
die-to-wafer (D2W)), as well as a semiconductor wafer to one
or more additional semiconductor wafers (i.e., wafer-to-wa-
fer (W2W)), or a combination thereof.

As semiconductor structures are integrated in a 3D con-
figuration, however, the removal of heat from the integrated
structures becomes problematic. The density of heat generat-
ing devices may be increased in 3D integration processes,
without a proportional increase in heat-dissipating outer sur-
face area. The additional heat generated needs to be removed
from the 3D integrated structures to prevent failure of the
operational devices therein resulting from excessive tempera-
tures.

It has been proposed to incorporate fluid channels having
microscale dimensions or smaller (hereinafter referred to as
“fluidic microchannels) into 3D integrated semiconductor
structures to allow fluid to flow through the fluidic micro-
channels during operation of the devices in the 3D integrated
semiconductor structures for removal of heat. See, for
example, D. Sekar, “A 3D-IC Technology with Integrated
Microchannel Cooling,” IEEE 2008, (Georgia Tech).

BRIEF SUMMARY

This summary is provided to introduce a selection of con-
cepts in a simplified form. These concepts are described in
further detail in the detailed description of example embodi-
ments of the disclosure below. This summary is not intended
to identify key features or essential features of the claimed
subject matter, nor is it intended to be used to limit the scope
of the claimed subject matter.

In some embodiments, the present disclosure includes
interposers that comprise semiconductor-on-insulator struc-
tures having fluidic microchannels therein. The interposers
may include a multi-layer body in which a semiconductor
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material is bonded to a substrate with a layer of dielectric
material between the semiconductor material and the sub-
strate. At least one fluidic microchannel may extend in a
lateral direction through at least one of the layer of dielectric
material and the semiconductor material. At least one redis-
tribution layer may be disposed on the multi-layer body. The
redistribution layer may include at least one conductive fea-
ture, such as a laterally extending conductive trace. The inter-
poser further includes at least one vertically oriented electri-
cally conductive via that extends at least partially through the
multi-layer body. At least one electrical contact may be dis-
posed on a first major surface of the interposer, and at least
one electrical contact may be disposed on a second major
surface of the interposer on a side thereof opposite the first
major surface. The at least one conductive feature of the
redistribution layer (e.g., the at least one laterally extending
conductive trace) and the at least one vertically oriented elec-
trically conductive via at least partially define an electrical
pathway extending through the interposer from the at least
one electrical contact on the first major surface of the inter-
poser to the at least one electrical contact on the second major
surface of the interposer.

In additional embodiments, the present disclosure includes
semiconductor structures that include an interposer, and at
least one semiconductor device structurally bonded to the
interposer. The interposer may comprise a multi-layer body
including a semiconductor material bonded to a substrate
with a layer of dielectric material between the semiconductor
material and the substrate. At least one fluidic microchannel
extends in a lateral direction through at least one of the layer
of dielectric material and the semiconductor material. The
interposer may include at least one redistribution layer on the
multi-layer body, and the redistribution layer may include at
least one conductive feature, such as a laterally extending
conductive trace. At least one vertically oriented electrically
conductive via may extend at least partially through the multi-
layer body. At least one electrical contact may be disposed on
a first major surface of the interposer, and at least one elec-
trical contact may be disposed on a second major surface of
the interposer on a side thereof opposite the first major sur-
face. The at least one conductive feature of the redistribution
layer and the at least one vertically oriented electrically con-
ductive via at least partially define an electrical pathway
extending through the interposer from the at least one elec-
trical contact on the first major surface of the interposer to the
at least one electrical contact on the second major surface of
the interposer. The semiconductor device bonded to the inter-
poser may include at least one conductive structure structur-
ally and electrically coupled with the at least one electrical
contact on the first major surface of the interposer or the at
least one electrical contact on the second major surface of the
interposer.

In additional embodiments, the present disclosure includes
methods of forming such interposers and semiconductor
structures including such interposers. For example, in some
embodiments, a multi-layer body may be formed by forming
at least one laterally extending recess in at least one of a first
dielectric material on a substrate and a second dielectric
material on a semiconductor material, and bonding the semi-
conductor material to the substrate. The semiconductor mate-
rial may be bonded to the substrate by establishing dielectric-
to-dielectric atomic bonds directly between the first dielectric
material on the substrate and the second dielectric material on
the semiconductor material. At least one fluidic microchannel
may be defined between the first dielectric material and the
second dielectric material at an interface between the first
dielectric material and the second dielectric material. At least
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one vertically oriented electrically conductive via may be
formed that extends at least partially through the multi-layer
body. At least one redistribution layer may be provided on the
multi-layer body. The redistribution layer includes at least
one conductive feature, such as a laterally extending conduc-
tive trace. At least one electrical contact may be provided on
a first major surface of the interposer, and at least one elec-
trical contact may be provided on a second major surface of
the interposer on a side thereof opposite the first major sur-
face. An electrical pathway is formed that extends through the
interposer from the at least one electrical contact on the first
major surface of the interposer to the at least one electrical
contact on the second major surface of the interposer. At least
aportion of the electrical pathway extends through the at least
one vertically oriented electrically conductive via and
through the at least one conductive feature of the redistribu-
tion layer.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

While the specification concludes with claims particularly
pointing out and distinctly claiming what are regarded as
embodiments of the invention, the advantages of embodi-
ments of the disclosure may be more readily ascertained from
the description of certain examples of embodiments of the
disclosure when read in conjunction with the accompanying
drawings, in which:

FIG. 1 is a simplified cross-sectional view illustrating a
dielectric material on a substrate;

FIG. 2A illustrates apertures formed through the dielectric
material of FIG. 1;

FIG. 2B is a plan view of the semiconductor structure of
FIG. 24,

FIG. 3 illustrates additional dielectric material provided on
the structure of FIG. 2A;

FIG. 4 illustrates a semiconductor structure that may be
used in an interposer and that includes a layer of semiconduc-
tor material bonded over the structure of FIG. 3 with dielectric
material between the layer of semiconductor material and the
substrate, and further includes fluidic microchannels extend-
ing through the dielectric material;

FIGS. 5 through 8 illustrate a method that may be used to
provide the layer of semiconductor material shown in FIG. 4
over the structure of FIG. 3;

FIG. 5 is a simplified cross-sectional view illustrating a
donor structure comprising bulk semiconductor material;

FIG. 6 illustrates a dielectric material on a surface of the
donor structure of FIG. 5;

FIG. 7 illustrates the dielectric material on the surface of
the donor structure abutting the dielectric material of the
structure of FIG. 3;

FIG. 8 illustrates the dielectric material between the donor
structure and the substrate of the structure of FIG. 3 after a
bonding process used to establish a direct molecular bond
between the dielectric material on the surface of the donor
structure and the dielectric material of the structure of FIG. 3;

FIGS. 9 and 10 illustrate another method that may be used
to provide the layer of semiconductor material shown in FIG.
4 over the structure of FIG. 3, wherein portions of fluidic
microchannels are also formed in a dielectric material on a
donor structure;

FIG. 9 is a simplified cross-sectional view illustrating a
dielectric material on a surface of a donor structure with
laterally extending recesses formed in the dielectric material;

FIG. 10 illustrates the dielectric material on the surface of
the donor structure as shown in FIG. 9 abutting the dielectric
material of the structure of FIG. 3;

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

60

4

FIGS. 11 through 15 illustrate additional methods of the
present disclosure in which fluidic microchannels are formed
atleast partially within the layer of semiconductor material in
the structure shown in FIG. 4.

FIG. 11 is a simplified cross-sectional view like that of
FIG. 4 and illustrates a layer of semiconductor material
bonded over a substrate with dielectric material between the
layer of semiconductor material and the substrate, and fluidic
microchannels extending through the dielectric material;

FIG. 12 illustrates apertures formed through the layer of
semiconductor material;

FIG. 13 illustrates a dielectric material provided over the
layer of semiconductor material and within the recesses
formed in the layer of semiconductor material;

FIG. 14 illustrates another semiconductor structure that
may beused in an interposer and that includes another layer of
semiconductor material bonded over the structure of FIG. 13
in a manner forming fluidic microchannels extending through
a dielectric material between the additional layer of semicon-
ductor material and the first layer of semiconductor material,
the fluidic microchannels at least partially disposed within the
apertures formed through the first layer of semiconductor
material;

FIG. 15 illustrates another semiconductor structure, which
also may be used in an interposer, and that may be fabricated
by repeating the processes described with reference to FIGS.
12 through 14 on the structure of FIG. 14 two additional times
to form two additional layers of fluidic microchannels over
the structure of FI1G. 14;

FIGS. 16 through 20 illustrate additional methods of the
present disclosure in which fluidic microchannels are formed
at least partially within a layer of semiconductor material
provided over a substrate without first forming any fluidic
microchannels in a dielectric material between the layer of
semiconductor material and the substrate;

FIG. 16 is a simplified cross-sectional view of a layer of
semiconductor material bonded over a substrate with a solid
and continuous layer of dielectric material between the layer
of semiconductor material and the substrate;

FIG. 17 illustrates apertures formed through the layer of
semiconductor material of FIG. 16;

FIG. 18 illustrates a dielectric material provided on the
layer of semiconductor material and within the apertures
formed therein;

FIG. 19 illustrates another semiconductor structure that
may beused in an interposer and that includes another layer of
semiconductor material bonded over the structure of FIG. 18
in a manner forming fluidic microchannels extending through
a dielectric material between the additional layer of semicon-
ductor material and the first layer of semiconductor material,
the fluidic microchannels at least partially disposed within the
apertures formed through the first layer of semiconductor
material;

FIG. 20 illustrates another semiconductor structure, which
also may be used in an interposer, and that may be fabricated
by repeating the processes described with reference to FIGS.
17 through 19 on the structure of FIG. 19 two additional times
to form two additional layers of fluidic microchannels over
the structure of FI1G. 19;

FIG. 21 illustrates an interposer comprising the semicon-
ductor structure of FIG. 4 with a redistribution layer and
electrical contacts thereon;

FIGS. 22 through 28 illustrate methods that may be used to
fabricate an interposer like that shown in FIG. 21;

FIG. 22 is a simplified cross-sectional view illustrating a
dielectric material over a substrate with apertures formed
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through the dielectric material and holes for conductive vias
formed through the dielectric material and partially through
the substrate;

FIG. 23 illustrates laterally extending recesses for forming
fluidic microchannels formed in the layer of dielectric mate-
rial of the structure of FIG. 22;

FIG. 24 illustrates dielectric material provided over the
structure of FIG. 24 including within the recesses and the
holes;

FIG. 25 illustrates a donor structure bonded to the structure
of FIG. 24,

FIG. 26 illustrates a layer of semiconductor material
bonded over the substrate and transferred from the donor
structure shown in FIG. 25;

FIG. 27 illustrates holes formed through the transferred
layer of semiconductor material so as to extend the holes
extending through the dielectric material and the substrate
through the layer of semiconductor material;

FIG. 28 illustrates an electrically conductive material
within the holes extending through the structure of FIG. 27;

FIGS. 29 through 35 illustrate additional methods that may
be used to fabricate an interposer like that shown in FIG. 21;

FIG. 29 is a simplified cross-sectional view illustrating a
dielectric material over a substrate with conductive vias
formed through the dielectric material and partially through
the substrate;

FIG. 30 illustrates recesses for forming fluidic microchan-
nels formed through the dielectric material of the structure of
FIG. 29,

FIG. 31 illustrates dielectric material provided over the
structure of FIG. 30 including within the apertures;

FIG. 32 illustrates a donor structure bonded to the structure
of FIG. 31;

FIG. 33 illustrates a layer of semiconductor material
bonded over the substrate and transferred from the donor
structure shown in FIG. 32;

FIG. 34 illustrates holes formed through the transferred
layer of semiconductor material over the conductive vias
extending through the dielectric material and partially
through the substrate;

FIG. 35 illustrates additional electrically conductive mate-
rial within the holes extending through the layer of semicon-
ductor material in the structure of FIG. 34 so as to extend the
conductive vias through the layer of semiconductor material;

FIG. 36 illustrates a semiconductor structure that includes
an operational semiconductor device structurally and electri-
cally coupled to electrical contacts on one side of the inter-
poser of FIG. 21;

FIG. 37 illustrates another semiconductor structure similar
to that of FIG. 36, but further including fluid microchannels
operably coupled with the fluidic microchannels within the
interposer by way of vertically extending fluidic intercon-
nects;

FIG. 38 illustrates another semiconductor structure that
includes the interposer of FIG. 21, an operational semicon-
ductor device structurally and electrically coupled to electri-
cal contacts on one side of the interposer, and a higher level
substrate structurally and electrically coupled to electrical
contacts on an opposing side of the interposer;

FIG. 39 illustrates another semiconductor structure that
includes the interposer of FIG. 21, and two operational semi-
conductor devices vertically stacked over the interposer,
wherein each of the operational semiconductor devices
includes fluid microchannels operably coupled with the flu-
idic microchannels within the interposer by way of vertically
extending fluidic interconnects; and
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FIG. 40 illustrates another semiconductor structure that
includes an interposer similar to that of FIG. 21, and two
operational semiconductor devices disposed laterally beside
one another and coupled to the interposer, wherein each of the
operational semiconductor devices includes fluid microchan-
nels operably coupled with the fluidic microchannels within
the interposer by way of vertically extending fluidic intercon-
nects.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

The illustrations presented herein are not meant to be
actual views of any particular semiconductor material, struc-
ture, or device, but are merely idealized representations that
are used to describe embodiments of the disclosure.

Any headings used herein should not be considered to limit
the scope of embodiments of the invention as defined by the
claims below and their legal equivalents. Concepts described
in any specific heading are generally applicable in other sec-
tions throughout the entire specification.

A number of references are cited herein, the entire disclo-
sures of which are incorporated herein in their entirety by this
reference for all purposes. Further, none of the cited refer-
ences, regardless of how characterized herein, is admitted as
prior art relative to the invention of the subject matter claimed
herein.

The present disclosure includes methods of fabricating
semiconductor structures that include one or more fluidic
microchannels for use in cooling active semiconductor
devices carried by or bonded to the semiconductor structures.
The structures may be configured and used as an interposer.
Asused herein, the term “interposer” means and includes any
semiconductor structure that is configured to be disposed
between, and structurally and electrically coupled to each of,
two different structures or devices. Interposers may be con-
figured to redistribute a first pattern of electrical contacts on a
first side of the interposer to a different, second pattern of
electrical contacts on an opposing second side of the inter-
poser. The methods described herein for forming interposers
may employ what are referred to in the art as “semiconductor-
on-insulator” (SOI) structures. Such methods are disclosed
below with reference to the figures.

FIG. 1 illustrates a structure 100 that includes a substrate
102 and a dielectric material 104 on the substrate. The sub-
strate 102 may comprise what is referred to in the art as a “die”
or a “wafer,” and may be generally planar. The substrate 102
may comprise any of a number of materials conventionally
used for such substrates, such as oxides (e.g., aluminum
oxide, zirconium oxide, silicon oxide, etc.) and semiconduc-
tor materials (e.g., silicon, germanium, silicon carbide, a
III-V semiconductor material, aluminum nitride, diamond,
etc.). The substrate 102 may comprise a glass in some
embodiments. In other embodiments, the substrate 102 may
comprise a crystalline material (e.g., polycrystalline or
monocrystalline material). Further, the substrate 102 may be
at least substantially comprised by a single, generally homo-
geneous material, or the substrate 102 may comprise a multi-
layer structure. The dielectric material 104 may comprise an
electrically insulating material, such as an oxide (e.g., silicon
oxide, aluminum oxide, zirconium oxide, etc.), a nitride (e.g.,
silicon nitride), or an oxynitride (e.g., silicon oxynitride). The
dielectric material 104 may comprise a layer of the dielectric
material 104 that is disposed on a major, planar surface of the
generally planar substrate 102, as shown in FIG. 1.

The figures are not to scale, and the layer of dielectric
material 104 may be relatively thin when compared to a
thickness of the substrate 102. By way of example and not
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limitation, the substrate 102 may have an average layer thick-
ness T, of about two hundred microns (200 pm) or more,
about five hundred microns (500 pm) or more, or even about
seven hundred fifty microns (750 pm) or more, whereas the
layer of dielectric material 104 may have an average layer
thickness T,,, of about five hundred microns (500 um) or
less, or even about four hundred microns (400 pm) or less
(e.g., between about one tenth of one micron (0.1 pm) and
about five hundred microns (500 um), or even between about
two hundred microns (200 pm) and about four hundred (400
pm) microns).

Referring to FIGS. 2A and 2B, one or more laterally
extending recesses 106 may be formed in the dielectric mate-
rial 104 on the substrate 102 to form the semiconductor struc-
ture 108 shown therein. The recesses 106 are used to form
fluidic microchannels. The laterally extending recesses 106
may comprise apertures that extend entirely through the
dielectric material 104 to the underlying substrate 102 in
some embodiments. In other embodiments, the recesses 106
may extend only partially through the dielectric material 104.
The recesses 106 may have an average transverse cross-sec-
tional dimension D of between about one tenth of a micron
(0.1 pm) and about seven hundred microns (700 um), between
about ten microns (10 um) and about five hundred microns
(500 pm), or between about one hundred microns (100 pm)
and about four hundred microns (400 um).

The recesses 106 may be interconnected with one another
so as to form an interconnected network of recesses, which
may communicate with a fluid inlet port 110 and a fluid outlet
port 112 (FIG. 2B) on lateral sides of the semiconductor
structure. In this configuration, upon completion of fabrica-
tion of the semiconductor structure, a cooling fluid (e.g., a
gas, a liquid, or both a gas and a liquid) may be caused to flow
into the semiconductor structure through the inlet port 110,
through fluidic microchannels comprising the recesses 106,
and out the outlet port 112 to remove heat from the semicon-
ductor structure. Other configurations and layouts for the
recesses 106 and resulting fluidic microchannels may be
employed, and the configuration shown in FIGS. 2A and 2B
is provided merely as a non-limiting example. Further,
although the embodiment of FIGS. 2A and 2B includes only
a single fluid inlet port 110 and a single fluid outlet port 112,
other embodiments may include two or more inlet ports 110
and two or more outlet ports 112. The configuration of the
recesses 106 and resulting fluidic microchannels (including
their layout design and size) may be selected to optimize mass
transport of a cooling fluid during operation, and, hence, heat
exchange between the cooling fluid and the semiconductor
structure.

The recesses 106 may be formed in the dielectric material
104 using, for example, a photolithographic masking and
etching process. In such embodiments, a mask layer may be
deposited over the surface of the dielectric material 104 and
selectively patterned so as to form apertures through the mask
layer at the locations at which it is desired to etch into the
dielectric material to form the recesses 106. After forming the
patterned mask layer, the regions of the dielectric material
104 that are exposed through the patterned mask layer may be
etched using, for example, a wet etching process or a dry
reactive ion etching process to form the recesses 106 in the
dielectric material 104. Although the recesses 106 are shown
in FIGS. 2A and 2B as having a rectangular cross-sectional
shape, the recesses 106 may have any cross-sectional shape,
and the cross-sectional shape may be at least partially a func-
tion of the type of etching process (e.g., isotropic or anisotro-
pic) used to form the recesses 106. After the etching process,
the patterned mask layer may be removed.
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Referring to FIG. 3, additional dielectric material 104
optionally may be provided over the semiconductor structure
108 of FIGS. 2A and 2B, including within the recesses 106 so
asto cover any exposed surface of the substrate 102 within the
recesses 106 with dielectric material 104 and form the struc-
ture 116 of FIG. 3. In other words, the recesses 106 may be
lined with dielectric material 104. This may prevent oxidation
or other alteration of the surfaces within the recesses 106 and
resulting fluidic microchannels when cooling fluid is caused
to flow through the fluidic microchannels during operation. In
some embodiments, the additional dielectric material 104
may be similar or identical in composition to the dielectric
material 104 first provided on the substrate 102. The addi-
tional dielectric material 104 may be formed, in some
embodiments, by oxidizing exposed surfaces of the substrate
102 using a thermal oxidation process (e.g., heating the struc-
ture in the presence of oxygen). For example, if the substrate
102 comprises silicon, the exposed surfaces of the substrate
102 may be oxidized to form silicon oxide. In other embodi-
ments, the additional dielectric material 104 may be depos-
ited using, for example, a chemical vapor deposition (CVD)
process. As previously mentioned, in additional embodi-
ments, the structure 116 of FIG. 3 may be formed by selec-
tively etching entirely through the material 104 and stopping
on the substrate 102, or by etching only partially through the
dielectric material 104 when forming the recesses 106, so as
to avoid exposing the underlying surface of the substrate 102,
thereby avoiding any potential need to deposit additional
dielectric material 104 as described with reference to FIG. 3.

FIG. 4 illustrates a semiconductor structure 120 that may
be formed by bonding a semiconductor material 122 to the
substrate 102 of the structure 116 of FIG. 3 by establishing
direct dielectric-to-dielectric atomic bonds directly between
the dielectric material 104 on the substrate 102 and a dielec-
tric material 104 on the semiconductor material 122 as
described herein below. As shown in FIG. 4, a plurality of
fluidic microchannels 124 are defined between the dielectric
material 104 on the substrate 102 and the dielectric material
104 on the semiconductor material 122 at the interface ther-
ebetween. As shown in FIG. 4, the fluidic microchannels 124
are at least partially defined by the recesses 106 previously
formed in the dielectric material 104 on the substrate 102.
Further, the fluidic microchannels 124 have cross-sectional
shapes shown in FIG. 4 that are entirely surrounded by the
dielectric material 104 between the semiconductor material
122 and the substrate 102.

The semiconductor structure 120 shown in FIG. 4 may
comprise a semiconductor-on-insulator structure, and may
include a layer of semiconductor material 122 bonded over
the substrate 102 with an electrically insulating dielectric
material 104 between the layer of semiconductor material
122 and the substrate 102. In some embodiments, the layer of
semiconductor material 122 and/or the layer of dielectric
material 104 may be relatively thin compared to a thickness of
the substrate 102. In embodiments in which the semiconduc-
tor material 122 comprises silicon, the semiconductor struc-
ture 120 shown in FIG. 4 may comprise what is referred to in
the art as a silicon-on-insulator structure. The layer of semi-
conductor material 122 may have an average layer thickness
T, of between about five nanometers (5 nm) and about two
and one-half microns (2.5 pm), between about ten nanom-
eters (10 nm) and about one and one-half microns (1.5 um), or
even between about twenty nanometers (20 nm) and about
one hundred nanometers (100 nm). The layer of electrically
insulating dielectric material 104 may have an average layer
thickness T,,, which may be relatively thicker than such lay-
ers in conventional SOI structures to accommodate the pres-
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ence of the fluidic microchannels 124 therein. As non-limit-
ing examples, the relatively thin layer of electrically
insulating dielectric material 104 may have an average layer
thickness T, of between about one tenth of one micron (0.1
um) and about five hundred microns (500 um), between about
one micron (1.0 um) and about four hundred microns (400
um), or even between about one hundred microns (100 pum)
and about four hundred microns (400 pm). In further embodi-
ments, the layer of electrically insulating dielectric material
104 may have an average layer thickness T, of about five
hundred microns (500 pm) or more, or even about nine hun-
dred microns (900 pm) or more.

The layer of semiconductor material 122 may be provided
over the substrate 102 by bonding a separately formed layer
of semiconductor material 122 to the dielectric material 104
on the major surface of the substrate 102. In some embodi-
ments, a layer of semiconductor material 122 may be bonded
to the substrate 102 by transferring a layer of semiconductor
material 122 from a donor structure onto the structure 116 of
FIG. 3. By way of example and not limitation, the process
known in the art as the SMARTCUT® process may be used to
transfer a layer of semiconductor material 122 from a donor
structure onto the structure 116 of FIG. 3.

The SMARTCUT® process is described in, for example,
U.S. Pat. No. RE39,484 to Bruel (issued Feb. 6, 2007), U.S.
Pat. No. 6,303,468 to Aspar et al. (issued Oct. 16,2001), U.S.
Pat. No. 6,335,258 to Aspar et al. (issued Jan. 1, 2002), U.S.
Pat. No. 6,756,286 to Moriceau et al. (issued Jun. 29, 2004),
U.S. Pat. No. 6,809,044 to Aspar et al. (issued Oct. 26, 2004),
and U.S. Pat. No. 6,946,365 to Asparet al. (Sep. 20, 2005), the
disclosures of which are incorporated herein in their entireties
by this reference.

The SMARTCUT® process is briefly described below
with reference to FIGS. 5 through 8. Referring to FIG. 5, a
plurality of ions (e.g., one or more of hydrogen, helium, or
inert gas ions) may be implanted into a donor structure 128
along an ion implant plane 130. The donor structure 128 may
comprise a bulk crystalline semiconductor material, such as
monocrystalline silicon. The implantation of ions is repre-
sented in FIG. 5 by directional arrows 132. The implanted
ions along the ion implant plane 130 define a weakened zone
or plane within the donor structure 128, along which the
donor structure 128 subsequently may be cleaved or other-
wise fractured. As known in the art, the depth at which the
ions are implanted into the donor structure 128 is at least
partially a function of the energy with which the ions are
implanted into the donor structure 128. Generally, ions
implanted with less energy will be implanted at relatively
shallower depths, while ions implanted with higher energy
will be implanted at relatively deeper depths.

As shown in FIG. 6, a layer of dielectric material 104 may
be provided on a surface 134 of the donor structure 128 to be
bonded to the structure 116 of FIG. 3. The layer of dielectric
material 104 may be provided on the surface 134 before or
after implanting ions into the donor structure 128 along the
ion implant plane 130 as described above with reference to
FIG. 5. The layer of dielectric material 104 may be provided
on the surface 134 of the donor structure 128 by, for example,
oxidizing the surface 134 of the donor structure 128, or by
depositing the dielectric material 104 onto the surface 134 of
the donor structure 128 using, for example, a chemical vapor
deposition (CVD) process.

Referring to FIG. 7, the dielectric material 104 on the donor
structure 128 is brought into direct physical contact with the
dielectric material 104 on the major surface of the substrate
102 of the structure 116 (also shown in FIG. 3). Prior to
abutting the surfaces of the dielectric material 104 together,

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

60

65

10

the surfaces may be smoothened and prepared for bonding by,
for example, subjecting the surfaces to one or more of a
grinding process, an etching process, and a polishing process
(e.g., a chemical-mechanical polishing (CMP) process) to
reduce a surface roughness of the bonding surfaces. The
surfaces of the dielectric material 104 also may be subjected
to an annealing process prior to abutting the surfaces together
for bonding.

As shown in FIG. 8, after abutting the surfaces of the
dielectric material 104 together, direct dielectric-to-dielectric
atomic bonds may be established between the dielectric mate-
rial 104 on the donor structure 128 and the dielectric material
104 on the substrate 102 of the structure 116 to form the
bonded structure 136 shown in FIG. 8. Methods for establish-
ing such direct atomic bonds are described in, for example,
U.S. Patent Application Publication No. US 2011/0045611
A1, which published Feb. 24, 2011 in the name of Castex et
al., the disclosure of which is incorporated herein in its
entirety by this reference.

After forming the bonded structure 136 of FIG. 8, the donor
structure 128 is cleaved or otherwise fractured along the ion
implant plane 130 to form the structure 120 of FIG. 4. For
example, the donor structure 128 (with the substrate 102
bonded thereto through the dielectric material 104) may be
heated to cause the donor structure 128 to fracture along the
ion implant plane 130. Optionally, mechanical forces may be
applied to the donor structure 128 to assist in the cleaving of
the donor structure 128 along the ion implant plane 130. After
the donor structure 128 has been cleaved or otherwise frac-
tured along the ion implant plane 130, a portion of the donor
structure 128 remains bonded to the substrate 102 through the
dielectric material 104, which portion defines the layer of
semiconductor material 122 (FIG. 4). A remainder of the
donor structure 128 may be reused in further SMARTCUT®
processes to transfer additional portions of the donor struc-
ture 128 to additional substrates.

Referring again to FIG. 4, after the fracturing process, an
exposed major surface 140 of the layer of semiconductor
material 122 comprises a fractured surface of the donor struc-
ture 128 (FIG. 8), and may include ion impurities and imper-
fections in the crystal lattice of the layer of semiconductor
material 122. The layer of semiconductor material 122 may
be treated in an effort to reduce impurity levels and improve
the quality of the crystal lattice (i.e., reduce the number of
defects in the crystal lattice proximate the exposed major
surface 140) in the layer of semiconductor material 122. Such
treatments may involve one or more of grinding, polishing,
etching, and thermal annealing.

In other embodiments, the layer of semiconductor material
122 may be provided on the substrate 102 by bonding bulk
semiconductor material to the dielectric material 104 on the
substrate 102 and subsequently thinning the bulk semicon-
ductor material to the thickness Ty using one or more of a
grinding process, a polishing process, and an etching process
(e.g., a chemical-mechanical polishing process) to form the
layer of semiconductor material 122. It may be difficult to
transfer layers of semiconductor material 122 having a thick-
ness T greater than about one and one-half microns (1.5 um)
using the SMARTCUT® process as described above,
although layers of semiconductor material 122 having thick-
nesses T greater than about one and one-half microns (1.5
um) may be formed using a bonding and thinning process.

With continued reference to FIG. 4, in the methods
described above, the fluidic microchannels 124 are formed
within the layer of dielectric material 104 by forming recesses
106 (FIG. 3) only in the dielectric material 104 on the sub-
strate 102 prior to providing the layer of semiconductor mate-
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rial 122 on the dielectric material 104 and the substrate 102.
In additional embodiments of methods of the present disclo-
sure, the fluidic microchannels 124 may be formed within the
layer of dielectric material 104 by forming recesses in the
dielectric material 104 on the semiconductor material 122 (or
the donor structure 128 of FIG. 6) prior to providing the layer
of semiconductor material 122 on the dielectric material 104
and the substrate 102, or by forming recesses in both the
dielectric material 104 on the substrate 102 and the dielectric
material 104 on the semiconductor material 122 (or the donor
structure 128 of FIG. 6) prior to providing the layer of semi-
conductor material 122 on the dielectric material 104 and the
substrate 102. Examples of such methods are disclosed below
with reference to FIGS. 9 and 10.

FIG.9is similar to FIG. 6 and illustrates the donor structure
128 having ions implanted therein along the ion implant plane
130, and a dielectric material 104 on the surface 134 of the
donor structure 128. As shown in FIG. 9, recesses 142 may be
formed in the layer of dielectric material 104 on the donor
structure 128. The recesses 142 may be at least substantially
similar to the recesses 106 formed in the dielectric material
104 on the substrate 102 (FIG. 3), and may be formed as
previously described with reference to the recesses 106 of
FIGS. 2A, 2B, and 3. The recesses 142 of FIG. 9, however,
may be formed in a pattern that is a mirror image of the
recesses 106 of FIG. 3.

FIG. 10 is similar to FIG. 7 and illustrates the dielectric
material 104 on the donor structure 128 in direct physical
contact with the dielectric material 104 on the major surface
of the substrate 102 of the structure 116 (also shown in FIG.
3). As shown in FIG. 10, the recesses 142 in the dielectric
material 104 on the donor structure 128 may be aligned with
the complementary recesses 106 formed in the dielectric
material 104 on the substrate 102. Prior to abutting the sur-
faces of the dielectric material 104 together, the surfaces may
be prepared for bonding as previously described, after which
a direct bonding process may be used to establish direct
dielectric-to-dielectric atomic bonds between the dielectric
material 104 on the donor structure 128 and the dielectric
material 104 on the substrate 102, as previously described
with reference to FIG. 8.

Thus, one or more laterally extending recesses may be
formed in at least one of the dielectric material 104 on the
substrate 102 and the dielectric material 104 on the semicon-
ductor material ofthe donor structure 128 prior to bonding the
donor structure 128 to the substrate 102 by establishing
dielectric-to-dielectric atomic bonds directly between the
dielectric material 104 on the substrate 102 and the dielectric
material 104 on the donor structure 128 and defining one or
more fluidic microchannels 124 (FIG. 4) between the dielec-
tric materials 104 at the interface therebetween. Further, the
fluidic microchannels 124 are partially defined by the
recesses 142 in the dielectric material 104 on the donor struc-
ture 128 and partially defined by the recesses 106 formed in
the dielectric material 104 on the substrate 102.

The semiconductor structure 120 of FIG. 4 includes a
single layer of fluidic microchannels 124 that are disposed in
a single, common plane and that are at least substantially
entirely embedded within and surrounded by the dielectric
material 104 between the layer of semiconductor material
122 and the substrate 102. Optionally, additional layers of
fluidic microchannels 124 may be formed on the structure
120 of FIG. 4. Some such additional layers of fluidic micro-
channels 124 may include fluidic microchannels that extend
at least partially within the layer of semiconductor material
122. Examples of such methods are disclosed below with
reference to FIGS. 11 through 16.
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FIG. 11 is substantially similar to FIG. 4 and illustrates the
SOI semiconductor structure 120, which includes fluidic
microchannels 124 within the dielectric material 104 between
the layer of semiconductor material 122 and the substrate
102.

As shown in FIG. 12, one or more laterally extending
recesses 148 may be formed in the layer of semiconductor
material 122 to form the semiconductor structure 150 shown
therein. The recesses 148 are used to form additional fluidic
microchannels. The laterally extending recesses 148 may
comprise apertures that extend entirely through the layer of
semiconductor material 122 to the underlying dielectric
material 104 in some embodiments. The recesses 148 may be
generally similar to the recesses 106 previously described
with reference to FIGS. 2A and 2B, and may be formed as
previously described with reference to the recesses 106 of
FIGS. 2A and 2B.

Referring to FIG. 13, dielectric material 104 may be pro-
vided over the semiconductor structure 150 of FIG. 12,
including within the recesses 148 so as to cover the exposed
surfaces of the layer of semiconductor material 122 within the
recesses 148 with dielectric material 104, and form the struc-
ture 152 of FIG. 13. Again, this may prevent oxidation or
other alteration of the surfaces within the recesses 148 and
resulting fluidic microchannels when cooling fluid is caused
to flow through the fluidic microchannels during operation. In
some embodiments, the dielectric material 104 may be simi-
lar or identical in composition to the dielectric material 104
between the layer of semiconductor material 122 and the
substrate 102. The dielectric material 104 may be formed as
previously described herein.

FIG. 14 illustrates a semiconductor structure 154 that may
be formed by bonding another semiconductor material 122A
over the layer of semiconductor material 122 first provided on
the substrate 102 by establishing direct dielectric-to-dielec-
tric atomic bonds directly between the dielectric material 104
provided over the first layer of semiconductor material 122
and a dielectric material 104 on the additional layer of semi-
conductor material 122A. As shown in FIG. 14, another plu-
rality of fluidic microchannels 124A are defined between the
dielectric material 104 on the dielectric material 104 provided
over the first layer of semiconductor material 122 and the
dielectric material 104 on the additional layer of semiconduc-
tor material 122A at the interface therebetween. As shown in
FIG. 14, the fluidic microchannels 124 A are at least partially
defined by the recesses 148 previously formed in the first
layer of semiconductor material 122. Further, the fluidic
microchannels 124 A have cross-sectional shapes shown in
FIG. 14 that are entirely surrounded by dielectric material
104. The additional layer of semiconductor material 122A
may be at least substantially similar to the layer of semicon-
ductor material 122 first provided over the substrate 102, and
the additional layer of semiconductor material 122A may be
provided on the structure 152 of FIG. 13 to form the semi-
conductor structure 154 of FIG. 14 using methods as previ-
ously described herein with reference to FIGS. 4 through 10.

The processes described above with reference to FIGS. 12
through 14 may be repeated any number of times, as desir-
able, to provide any number of layers of fluidic microchan-
nels in a resulting semiconductor structure. For example,
FIG. 15 illustrates a semiconductor structure 160 that may be
formed by repeating the processes described with reference to
FIGS. 12 through 14 two additional times on the structure 154
of FIG. 14. The resulting semiconductor structure 154
includes a third layer of fluidic microchannels 124B formed
in the additional layer of semiconductor material 122A, a
fourth layer of fluidic microchannels 124C formed in a third
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layer of semiconductor material 122B, and a fourth layer of
semiconductor material 124C provided over the fourth layer
of fluidic microchannels 124C in the third layer of semicon-
ductor material 122B.

In additional methods of the present disclosure, fluidic
microchannels may be formed in a layer of semiconductor
material 122 on an SOI semiconductor structure, as previ-
ously described with reference to FIGS. 11 through 14, with-
out first forming fluidic microchannels 124 in the layer of
electrically insulating dielectric material 104 between the
layer of semiconductor material 122 and the underlying sub-
strate 102, as previously described with reference to FIGS. 1
through 4. Examples of such methods are described below
with reference to FIGS. 16 through 20.

FIG. 16 illustrates a semiconductor structure 164 that
includes a layer of semiconductor material 122 on a substrate
102 with a layer of dielectric material 104 between the layer
of semiconductor material 122 and the substrate 102. The
semiconductor structure 164 is generally similar to the struc-
ture 120 of FIG. 4, but does not include fluidic microchannels
124 as does the structure 120 of FIG. 4. Further, the layer of
dielectric material 104 between the layer of semiconductor
material 122 and the substrate 102 may be relatively thinner
than the layer of dielectric material 104 of the structure 120 of
FIG. 4 in some embodiments. The semiconductor structure
164 of FIG. 16, like the structure 120 of FIG. 4, may comprise
a semiconductor-on-insulator (SOI) structure.

As shown in FIG. 17, one or more laterally extending
recesses 166 may be formed in the layer of semiconductor
material 122 to form the semiconductor structure 168 shown
therein. The recesses 166 are used to form fluidic microchan-
nels, which are ultimately defined therein. The laterally
extending recesses 166 may comprise apertures that extend
entirely through the layer of semiconductor material 122 to
the underlying dielectric material 104 in some embodiments.
The recesses 166 may be generally similar to the recesses 106
previously described with reference to FIGS. 2A and 2B and
the recesses 148 of FIG. 12, and may be formed as previously
described with reference to the recesses 106 of FIGS. 2A and
2B and the recesses 148 of FIG. 12.

Referring to FIG. 18, dielectric material 104 may be pro-
vided on surfaces of the semiconductor structure 168 of FIG.
17, including the surfaces of the semiconductor material 122
within the recesses 166 so as to cover the exposed surfaces of
the layer of semiconductor material 122 within the recesses
166 with the dielectric material 104, and form the structure
170 of FIG. 18. Again, this may prevent oxidation or other
alteration of the surfaces within the recesses 166 and resulting
fluidic microchannels when cooling fluid is caused to flow
through the fluidic microchannels during operation. In some
embodiments, the dielectric material 104 provided over the
semiconductor material 122 may be similar or identical in
composition to the dielectric material 104 between the layer
of'semiconductor material 122 and the substrate 102, and may
be formed as previously described herein.

FIG. 19 illustrates a semiconductor structure 172 that may
be formed by bonding another semiconductor material 122A
over the layer of semiconductor material 122 first provided on
the substrate 102 by establishing direct dielectric-to-dielec-
tric atomic bonds directly between the dielectric material 104
provided over the first layer of semiconductor material 122
and a dielectric material 104 on the additional layer of semi-
conductor material 122A. As shown in FIG. 19, a plurality of
fluidic microchannels 124 A are defined between the dielec-
tric material 104 provided over the first layer of semiconduc-
tor material 122 and the dielectric material 104 on the addi-
tional layer of semiconductor material 122A at the interface
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therebetween. The fluidic microchannels 124A are similar to
those previously described with reference to FIG. 14, and are
at least partially defined by the recesses 166 (FIG. 17) previ-
ously formed in the first layer of semiconductor material 122.
Further, the fluidic microchannels 124 A have cross-sectional
shapes shown in FIG. 19 that are entirely surrounded by
dielectric material 104. The additional layer of semiconduc-
tor material 122A may be at least substantially similar to the
layer of semiconductor material 122 first provided over the
substrate 102, and the additional layer of semiconductor
material 122A may be provided on the structure 170 of FIG.
18 to form the structure 172 of FIG. 19 using methods as
previously described herein with reference to FIGS. 4
through 10.

FIG. 20 illustrates a semiconductor structure 174 that may
be formed by repeating the processes described with refer-
ence to FIGS. 17 through 19 two additional times on the
structure 172 of FIG. 19. The resulting semiconductor struc-
ture 174 includes a second layer of fluidic microchannels
124B formed in the additional layer of semiconductor mate-
rial 122 A, a third layer of fluidic microchannels 124C formed
in a third layer of semiconductor material 122B, and a fourth
layer of semiconductor material 122C provided over the third
layer of fluidic microchannels 124C in the third layer of
semiconductor material 122B.

The semiconductor structures described herein that include
fluidic microchannels therein, such as the semiconductor
structure 120 of FIG. 4, the semiconductor structure 160 of
FIG. 15, the semiconductor structure 172 of FIG. 19, and the
semiconductor structure 174 of FIG. 20, may be employed as
at least a portion of an interposer, which may be used for
cooling one or more operational semiconductor devices,
which may be bonded to, or otherwise structurally coupled
with, the interposer during operation of the semiconductor
devices.

As a non-limiting example, FIG. 21 is a simplified illustra-
tion depicting an interposer 180. The interposer 180 has a
multi-layer body 181 that includes the semiconductor struc-
ture 120 of FIG. 4, which comprises the layer of semiconduc-
tor material 122 bonded to the substrate 102 with the layer of
dielectric material 104 between the semiconductor material
122 and the substrate 102. The layer of semiconductor mate-
rial 122 optionally may be used to fabricate redistribution
layers for a semiconductor device to be bonded to the inter-
poser 180 as described herein. Additionally or alternatively,
passive or active devices may be fabricated on or in the
surface of the layer of semiconductor material 122 of the
interposer 180. The semiconductor structure 120 within the
interposer 180 further includes fluidic microchannels 124
extending in lateral directions through the layer of dielectric
material 104. In other embodiments, the interposer 180 could
include any of the previously described semiconductor struc-
tures in place of the semiconductor structure 120, and could
include fluidic microchannels extending in lateral directions
through the layer of semiconductor material 122, or through
both the layer of semiconductor material 122 and the layer of
dielectric material 104.

As shown in FIG. 21, the interposer 180 includes a first
plurality of electrical contacts 182 on a first major surface 184
of the interposer 180, and a second plurality of electrical
contacts 186 on a second major surface 188 of the interposer
180 on a side thereof opposite the first major surface 184. The
electrical contacts 182, 186 may comprise any one of contact
pads, contact balls, or contact bumps, and may comprise a
metal or metal alloy (e.g., copper, aluminum, a solder alloy,
etc.). As a non-limiting example, the electrical contacts 182
on the first major surface 184 may comprise bond pads, and
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the electrical contacts 186 on the second major surface 188
may comprise contact bumps, as shown in FIG. 21.

The interposer 180 further includes a plurality of vertically
extending conductive vias 192 that extend at least partially
through the interposer 180 and are used to provide electrical
interconnections through the interposer 180 between electri-
cal contacts 182 on the first major surface 184 and respective
electrical contacts 186 on the second major surface 188.

In some embodiments, the electrical contacts 182 on the
first major surface 184 of the interposer 180 may be disposed
in a first pattern, and the electrical contacts 186 on the second
major surface 188 may be disposed in a second pattern that is
different than the first pattern. In such embodiments, a redis-
tribution layer 194 may be provided on one or both sides of
the semiconductor structure 120 to redistribute the pattern of
the electrical contacts 182, 184 across the interposer 180. As
a non-limiting example, a redistribution layer 194 may be
formed over the layer of semiconductor material 122 of the
semiconductor structure 120. The conductive vias 192 may
comprise through-wafer vias that extend entirely through the
semiconductor structure 120. The second plurality of electri-
cal contacts 186 may be formed on exposed ends of the
conductive vias 192 at the second major surface 188 of the
interposer 180, which surface comprises an exposed major
surface of the substrate 102 of the semiconductor structure
120. The redistribution layer 194 may be used to redistribute
the pattern of the electrical contacts 186 and the conductive
vias 192 to a different pattern of the electrical contacts 182.

Thus, the redistribution layer 194 may include a plurality
of conductive features 196 that electrically and physically
contact exposed ends of the conductive vias 192 at the surface
of the layer of semiconductor material 122. The second plu-
rality of electrical contacts 186 may be disposed in or on the
redistribution layer 194 on a side thereof opposite the semi-
conductor structure 120. The redistribution layer 194 further
includes an additional plurality of conductive features 198
that are used to interconnect the conductive features 196 with
the electrical contacts 182. The additional plurality of con-
ductive features 198 may comprise one or more of laterally
extending conductive lines (e.g., traces) and vertically
extending conductive vias. The conductive features 196, 198
and the electrical contacts 182 may comprise electrically
conductive material regions (e.g., copper, aluminum, etc.)
that are at least partially embedded in a dielectric material
200. The redistribution layer 194 may be formed in a layer-
by-layer lithographic process on the layer of semiconductor
material 122. In such processes, layers of dielectric material
and layers of conductive material may be deposited and selec-
tively patterned in an alternating manner to form the various
materials and features of the redistribution layer 194.

The vertically extending conductive vias 192 and the con-
ductive features 196, 198 of the redistribution layer 194 pro-
vide respective electrical interconnections or pathways
between the electrical contacts 182 on the first major surface
184 of the interposer 180 and corresponding electrical con-
tacts 186 on the second major surface 188 of the interposer
180.

Inthis configuration, one or more structures or devices may
be structurally and electrically coupled to the electrical con-
tacts 182 on the first major surface 184 of the interposer 180,
and one or more additional structures or devices may be
structurally and electrically coupled to the electrical contacts
186 on the second major surface 188 of the interposer 180.
The interposer 180 thus becomes interposed between struc-
tures or devices attached to opposing sides of the interposer
180.
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In additional embodiments, the interposer 180 may not
include any redistribution layer 194, and the conductive vias
192 may extend entirely through the interposer 180 such that
the electrical contacts 182 on the first major surface 184 of the
interposer 180 are disposed in a pattern that is a mirror image
of the pattern in which the electrical contacts 186 on the
second major surface 188 of the interposer 180 are disposed.

In some embodiments, a layout of the fluidic microchan-
nels 124 within the interposer 180 may be designed such that
certain areas of the interposer 180 may be free of fluidic
microchannels 124 to enable the conductive vias 192 to be
reliably fabricated in such areas without inadvertently con-
tacting one of the fluidic microchannels 124 with a conduc-
tive via 192 during fabrication.

FIGS. 22 through 28 illustrate examples of methods that
may be used to form an interposer 180 like that of FIG. 21.

Referring to FI1G. 22, a layer of dielectric material 104 may
be provided on a substrate 102 (to form a structure 100 as
shown in FIG. 1), after which holes 212 may be formed
through the layer of dielectric material 104 and partially
through the substrate 102 from an exposed surface 214 of the
dielectric material 104 on a side thereof opposite the substrate
102. The holes 212 may be formed through the dielectric
material 104 and into the substrate 102 using, for example, a
photolithographic masking and etching process. In such
embodiments, a mask layer may be deposited over the surface
214 of'the dielectric material 104 and selectively patterned so
as to form apertures through the mask layer at the locations at
which it is desired to etch into the dielectric material 104 and
the substrate 102 to form the holes 212. After forming the
patterned mask layer, the regions of the dielectric material
104 (and ultimately the substrate 102) that are exposed
through the patterned mask layer may be etched using, for
example, a wet etching process or a dry reactive ion etching
process to form the holes 212 through the dielectric material
104 and into the substrate 102. The holes may have any
cross-sectional shape, such as a generally circular or a gen-
erally rectangular cross-sectional shape. After the etching
process, the patterned mask layer may be removed.

As shown in FIG. 23, one or more laterally extending
recesses 106 that will ultimately be used to form fluidic
microchannels 124 (FIG. 21) may be formed in the dielectric
material 104 on the substrate 102 to form the structure 216
shown in FIG. 23. The recesses 106 may comprise recesses
106 as previously described with reference to FIGS. 2A and
2B, and may be formed using the methods disclosed with
reference to FIGS. 2A and 2B.

Referring to FIG. 24, additional dielectric material 104
may be provided over the semiconductor structure 216 of
FIG. 23, including within the recesses 106 and within the
holes 212 so as to cover the exposed surfaces of the substrate
102 within the recesses 106 and holes 212 with dielectric
material 104 and form the structure 218 of FIG. 24.

Referring to FIG. 25, a donor structure 128, which may
include ions implanted therein along an ion implant plane
130, and which may be formed as previously described with
reference to FIGS. 5 and 6, may be bonded over the substrate
102 as previously described herein with reference to FIGS. 7
and 8. In particular, a dielectric material 104 on the donor
structure 128 may be brought into direct physical contact with
the dielectric material 104 on the substrate 102, and direct
dielectric-to-dielectric atomic bonds may be established
between the dielectric material 104 on the donor structure 128
and the dielectric material 104 on the substrate 102 to form
the bonded structure 220 shown in FIG. 25.

After forming the bonded structure 220 of FIG. 25, the
donor structure 128 is cleaved or otherwise fractured along
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the ion implant plane 130 as previously described herein to
form the structure 222 of FIG. 26, which includes a layer of
semiconductor material 122 bonded over the substrate 102
(with the dielectric material 104 therebetween) and trans-
ferred from the donor structure 128 (FIG. 25). As shown in
FIG. 26, the holes 212 may be buried within the structure 222,
and may not extend through the layer of semiconductor mate-
rial 122. In other words, the holes 212 may not communicate
with the exterior of the structure 222.

Thus, referring to FIG. 27, additional holes 224 may be
etched or otherwise formed through the layer of semiconduc-
tor material 122 at the locations vertically above (from the
perspective of FIG. 27) the holes 212 so as to extend the holes
212 through the layer of semiconductor material 122, and
form structure 226 of FIG. 27. The additional holes 224 may
be formed through the layer of semiconductor material 122
using processes previously described for forming the holes
212.

After extending the holes 212 through the layer of semi-
conductor material 122 as described with reference to FIG.
27, a conductive material 228 may be provided within the
holes 212 to complete formation of the conductive vias 192
and form the structure 227 shown in FIG. 28. The conductive
material 228 may comprise, for example, one or more metals
or metal alloys, or the conductive material 228 may comprise
a doped semiconductor material, such as doped polysilicon.
The conductive material 228 may be deposited within the
holes 212 using one or more of a deposition process (e.g., a
physical vapor deposition (PVD) process or a chemical vapor
deposition (CVD) process), an electroless plating process,
and an electrolytic plating process.

The substrate 102 then may be thinned by removing mate-
rial from the exposed major surface thereof on the side thereof
opposite the dielectric material 104 using one or more of a
grinding process, an etching process, and a polishing process
(e.g., a chemical-mechanical polishing (CMP) process). The
substrate 102 may be thinned until ends of the conductive vias
192 are exposed through the substrate 102, which results in
the formation of a semiconductor structure substantially simi-
lar to the semiconductor structure 120 of FIG. 4, but including
the conductive vias 192 therein. The redistribution layer 194
(FIG. 21) then may be formed on the layer of semiconductor
material 122, and the electrical contacts 186 may be formed
on the exposed ends of the conductive vias 192 to form the
interposer 180 of FIG. 21.

In the methods described above with reference to FIGS. 22
through 28, the holes 212 are not filled with conductive mate-
rial 228 until the holes 212 have been extended through the
layer of semiconductor material 122 as described with refer-
ence to FIG. 27. In additional methods, a portion of the holes
212 may be filled with conductive material 228 prior to
extending the holes 212 through the layer of semiconductor
material 122. Examples of such methods are described below
with reference to FIGS. 29 through 35.

Referring to FIG. 29, a layer of dielectric material 104 may
be provided on a substrate 102 (to form a structure 100 as
shown in FIG. 1), after which holes 212 may be formed
through the layer of dielectric material 104 and partially
through the substrate 102 from an exposed surface 214 of the
dielectric material 104 on a side thereof opposite the substrate
102. The holes 212 may be formed as previously described.
After forming the holes 212, the holes 212 may be formed
with conductive material 228 to complete formation of lower
sections (from the perspectives of the figures) of the conduc-
tive vias 192 (FIG. 21) to be formed therein, and form the
structure 230 shown in FIG. 29. As previously discussed, the
conductive material 228 may comprise, for example, one or
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more metals or metal alloys, or the conductive material 228
may comprise a doped semiconductor material, such as doped
polysilicon. The conductive material 228 may be deposited
within the holes 212 using one or more of a deposition process
(e.g., a physical vapor deposition (PVD) process or a chemi-
cal vapor deposition (CVD) process), an electroless plating
process, and an electrolytic plating process.

As shown in FIG. 30, one or more laterally extending
recesses 106 that will ultimately be used to form fluidic
microchannels 124 (FIG. 21) may be formed in the dielectric
material 104 on the substrate 102 to form the structure 232
shown in FIG. 30. The recesses 106 may comprise recesses
106 as previously described with reference to FIGS. 2A and
2B, and may be formed using the methods disclosed with
reference to FIGS. 2A and 2B.

Referring to FIG. 31, additional dielectric material 104
may be provided over a semiconductor structure 232 of FIG.
30, including within the recesses 106 so as to cover the
exposed surfaces of the substrate 102 within the recesses 106
with dielectric material 104 and form structure 234 of FIG.
31.

Referring to FIG. 32, a donor structure 128, which may
include ions implanted therein along an ion implant plane
130, and which may be formed as previously described with
reference to FIGS. 5 and 6, may be bonded over the substrate
102 as previously described herein with reference to FIGS. 7
and 8. In particular, a dielectric material 104 on the donor
structure 128 may be brought into direct physical contact with
the dielectric material 104 on the substrate 102, and direct
dielectric-to-dielectric atomic bonds may be established
between the dielectric material 104 on the donor structure 128
and the dielectric material 104 on the substrate 102 to form
bonded structure 236 shown in FIG. 32.

After forming the bonded structure 236 of FIG. 32, the
donor structure 128 is cleaved or otherwise fractured along
the ion implant plane 130 as previously described herein to
form the structure 238 of FIG. 33, which includes a layer of
semiconductor material 122 bonded over the substrate 102
(with the dielectric material 104 therebetween) and trans-
ferred from the donor structure 128 (FIG. 32). As shown in
FIG. 33, the sections of the conductive vias 192 (FIG. 21)
defined by the conductive material 228 within the holes 212
may be buried within the structure 238, and may not extend
through the layer of semiconductor material 122.

Thus, referring to FIG. 34, additional holes 224 may be
etched or otherwise formed through the layer of semiconduc-
tor material 122 at the locations vertically above (from the
perspective of FIG. 34) the holes 212 and the conductive
material 228 therein so as to extend the holes 212 through the
layer of semiconductor material 122. The additional holes
224 may be formed through the layer of semiconductor mate-
rial 122 using processes previously described for formation of
the holes 212.

After forming the additional holes 224 to extend the holes
212 through the layer of semiconductor material 122, addi-
tional conductive material 228 may be provided within the
holes 224 to complete formation of the conductive vias 192
and form the structure 240 shown in FIG. 35. The conductive
material 228 may be deposited in the additional holes 224
using the previously described methods.

The substrate 102 then may be thinned by removing mate-
rial from the exposed major surface thereof on the side thereof
opposite the dielectric material 104 using one or more of a
grinding process, an etching process, and a polishing process
(e.g., a chemical-mechanical polishing (CMP) process). The
substrate 102 may be thinned until ends of the conductive vias
192 are exposed through the substrate 102, which results in
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the formation of a semiconductor structure substantially simi-
lar to the semiconductor structure 120 of FIG. 4, but including
the conductive vias 192 therein. The redistribution layer 194
(FIG. 21) then may be formed on the layer of semiconductor
material 122, and the electrical contacts 186 may be formed
on the exposed ends of the conductive vias 192 to form the
interposer 180 of FIG. 21.

FIG. 36 illustrates another semiconductor structure 250 of
the present disclosure that includes the interposer 180 of FIG.
21, which interposer 180 includes the semiconductor struc-
ture 120 of FIG. 4. As previously mentioned, in additional
embodiments, the interposer 180 may include any of the
semiconductor structures described herein that include fluidic
microchannels, such as the semiconductor structure 160 of
FIG. 15, the semiconductor structure 172 of FIG. 19, or the
semiconductor structure 174 of FIG. 20, for example. The
semiconductor structure 250 further includes an operational
semiconductor device 252. The semiconductor device 252
may comprise, for example, an electronic signal processing
device, a memory device, an application specific integrated
circuit (ASIC) device, and/or a photoactive device (e.g., a
light-emitting diode (LED)). The semiconductor device 252
is structurally and electrically coupled to the interposer 180.
For example, the semiconductor device 252 may comprise
electrical contacts 254, which may be structurally and elec-
trically coupled to the electrical contacts 182 on the first
major surface 184 of the interposer 180. By way of example
and not limitation, the electrical contacts 254 of the semicon-
ductor device 252 may comprise conductive bumps, and the
electrical contacts 182 of the interposer 180 may comprise
bond pads. The conductive bumps of the electrical contacts
254 may be brought into direct physical contact with the bond
pads of the electrical contacts 182 and subjected to a thermo-
compression bonding process or a reflow bonding process to
establish physical and electrical interconnections between the
conductive bumps and the bond pads. An underfill material
255 optionally may be provided between the semiconductor
device 252 and the interposer 180. In further embodiments,
the semiconductor device 252 may be directly bonded to the
interposer 180 without the need for the intermediate electrical
contacts 182 and underfill material 254.

The semiconductor structure 250 may be sold as a pack-
aged device, which then could be operably coupled to higher
level substrates or devices as needed or desirable using the
electrical contacts 186 on the second major surface 188 of the
interposer 180. During operation of the semiconductor device
252, a cooling fluid could be circulated through the fluidic
microchannels 124 in the interposer 180 as previously
described to remove heat from the semiconductor device 252
through the interposer 180.

In some embodiments, the operational semiconductor
device 252 also may comprise additional fluidic microchan-
nels. For example, FIG. 37 illustrates another semiconductor
structure 260 that is substantially similar to the semiconduc-
tor structure 250 of FIG. 36, but includes a semiconductor
device 262 comprising fluidic microchannels 264 therein.
The fluidic microchannels 264 may be configured to receive
cooling fluid therein. The semiconductor device 262 may
comprise any of the types of devices previously mentioned,
and may be structurally and electrically coupled to the inter-
poser 180 as previously described with reference to FIG. 36.

Optionally, the fluidic microchannels 264 in the semicon-
ductor device 262 may be coupled with the fluidic microchan-
nels 124 in the interposer 180, as shown in FIG. 37, to provide
enhanced cooling to the semiconductor structure 260 (relative
to that of the semiconductor structure 250 of FIG. 36). By way
of example and not limitation, vertically extending fluidic
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interconnects 266 may be formed in the semiconductor
device 262 that extend to and communicate with the fluidic
microchannels 264, and complementary fluidic interconnects
268 may be formed in the interposer 180 that extend to and
communicate with the fluidic microchannels 124. The fluidic
interconnects 266, 268 may comprise vertically extending
holes or voids. During attachment of the semiconductor
device 262 to the interposer 180, the fluidic interconnects 266
may be aligned with the fluidic interconnects 268, and fluid
tight seals may be established therebetween. For example,
fluid sealing members 270 (e.g., in-situ formed gaskets or
O-rings) may be formed on one or both of the semiconductor
device 262 and the interposer 180 around the openings to the
fluidic interconnects 266 and/or the fluidic interconnects 268.
The fluid sealing members 270 may prevent fluid flowing
through the fluidic interconnects 266, 268 from leaking
through the interface between the semiconductor device 262
and the interposer 180. In this configuration, fluid caused to
flow through the fluidic microchannels 124 may also flow into
the semiconductor device 262 and through the fluidic micro-
channels 264, and/or fluid caused to flow through the fluidic
microchannels 264 may also flow into the interposer 180 and
through the fluidic microchannels 124. If a direct bonding
process is used, fluid sealing members 270 may not be
needed.

As previously mentioned, interposers described herein,
such as the interposer 180, may be interposed between struc-
tures or devices attached to opposing sides thereof. FIG. 38
illustrates a semiconductor structure 280 that includes the
structure 250 of FIG. 36 structurally and electrically coupled
to another structure or device 282, such that the interposer 180
is interposed between the semiconductor device 252 and the
structure or device 282. By way of example and not limita-
tion, the electrical contacts 186 on the second major surface
188 of the interposer 180 may be structurally and electrically
bonded to complementary electrical contacts 284 (e.g., bond
pads, etc.) on the another structure or device 282. The struc-
ture or device 282 may comprise, for example, a higher level
substrate, such as a printed circuit board. In additional
embodiments, the structure or device 282 may also comprise
another semiconductor device, such as any of those types of
devices previously mentioned herein.

In some embodiments, a plurality of semiconductor
devices may be vertically stacked over interposers as
described herein, such as the interposer 180, in a 3D integra-
tion process. For example, FIG. 39 illustrates another semi-
conductor structure 290 that includes a first semiconductor
device 292 and a second semiconductor device 294 vertically
stacked over an interposer 180. The first semiconductor
device 292 may be structurally and electrically coupled to the
interposer 180, and the second semiconductor device 294
may be structurally and electrically coupled to the first semi-
conductor device 292 on a side thereof opposite the interposer
180 as shown in F1G. 39. The semiconductor devices 292,294
may comprise any of the types of devices previously men-
tioned. In some embodiments, the semiconductor devices
292, 294 and the interposer 180 may be stacked vertically one
on top of another and bonded together using direct bonding
processes.

Optionally, the first semiconductor device 292 and/or the
second semiconductor device 294 may be similar to the semi-
conductor device 262 previously described with reference to
FIG. 37, and may include fluidic microchannels 264 therein.
In some embodiments, the fluidic microchannels 264 in one
or both of the semiconductor devices 292, 294 may be
coupled with the fluidic microchannels 124 in the interposer
180, as shown in FIG. 39. By way of example and not limi-
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tation, vertically extending fluidic interconnects 266 may be
formed in the semiconductor devices 292, 294, which may be
coupled with the fluidic interconnects 268 in the interposer
180 as previously described herein using fluid sealing mem-
bers 270. In this configuration, fluid caused to flow through
the fluidic microchannels 124 may also flow into the fluidic
microchannels 264 within the semiconductor device 292 and
into the fluidic microchannels 164 within the semiconductor
device 294.

In additional embodiments of the present disclosure, two or
more semiconductor devices may be structurally and electri-
cally coupled directly to a common interposer having fluidic
microchannels as described herein, and the semiconductor
devices may be disposed laterally beside one another on the
surface of the interposer. As a non-limiting example, FIG. 40
illustrates an example embodiment of a semiconductor struc-
ture 300 that includes an interposer 302, a first semiconductor
device 304 structurally and electrically coupled directly to the
interposer 302, and a second semiconductor device 306 struc-
turally and electrically coupled directly to the interposer 302.
The first semiconductor device 304 and the second semicon-
ductor device 306 are located laterally beside one another on
the surface of the interposer 302, and are not stacked verti-
cally over one another as in previously described embodi-
ments.

The interposer 302 shown in FIG. 40 is substantially simi-
lar to the interposer 180 previously described with reference
to FIG. 21, and has a multi-layer body 303 that includes a
layer of semiconductor material 122 bonded to a substrate
102 with a layer of dielectric material 104 between the semi-
conductor material 122 and the substrate 102. Fluidic micro-
channels 124 extend in lateral directions through the layer of
dielectric material 104. In other embodiments, the interposer
302 could include a multi-layer body as described in relation
to any of the previously described semiconductor structures,
and could include fluidic microchannels extending in lateral
directions through the layer of semiconductor material 122,
or through both the layer of semiconductor material 122 and
the layer of dielectric material 104. The interposer 302 further
includes a redistribution layer 194, conductive vias 192, and
electrical contacts 182, 186 as previously described herein in
relation to the interposer 180 of FI1G. 21.

The interposer 302 may comprise a wafer level interposer.
Each of the first semiconductor device 304 and the second
semiconductor device 306 may comprise, for example, any of
the previously mentioned types of semiconductor devices. In
some embodiments, the first semiconductor device 304 and
the second semiconductor device 306 may be at least substan-
tially identical. In other embodiments, the first semiconductor
device 304 and the second semiconductor device 306 may
comprise different types of semiconductor devices. As a non-
limiting example, the first semiconductor device 304 may
comprise an electronic signal processor, and the second semi-
conductor device 306 may comprise an electronic memory
device.

Optionally, the first semiconductor device 304 and/or the
second semiconductor device 306 may be similar to the semi-
conductor device 262 previously described with reference to
FIG. 37, and may include fluidic microchannels 264 therein.
In some embodiments, the fluidic microchannels 264 in one
or both of the semiconductor devices 304, 306 may be
coupled with the fluidic microchannels 124 in the interposer
302, as shown in FIG. 40. By way of example and not limi-
tation, vertically extending fluidic interconnects 266 may be
formed in the semiconductor devices 304, 306, which may be
coupled with fluidic interconnects 268 in the interposer 302
as previously described herein using fluid sealing members
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270. In this configuration, fluid caused to flow through the
fluidic microchannels 124 may also flow into the fluidic
microchannels 264 within the semiconductor device 292 and
into the fluidic microchannels 264 within the semiconductor
device 294.

In some embodiments, the semiconductor structure 300
may comprise an operational electronic component that may
be packaged and sold for integration into electronic systems
and devices. In other embodiments, the semiconductor struc-
ture 300 may comprise an intermediate structure that may be
further processed to fabricate operational electronic compo-
nents that may be packaged and sold for integration into
electronic systems and devices. For example, a plurality of
semiconductor structures 260 as illustrated in FIG. 37 may be
fabricated by first attaching a plurality of semiconductor
devices 304, 306 (two or more) to a wafer level interposer 302
to form the semiconductor structure 300 of FIG. 40. The
semiconductor structure 300 then could be diced by sawing,
etching, or otherwise cutting through the interposer 302 at
designated inactive locations therein between the semicon-
ductor devices 304, 306 to form a plurality of individual
semiconductor structures 260 (FIG. 37).

Additional non-limiting example embodiments of the
present disclosure are set forth below.

Embodiment 1: An interposer, comprising: a multi-layer
body including a semiconductor material bonded to a sub-
strate with a layer of dielectric material between the semicon-
ductor material and the substrate; at least one fluidic micro-
channel extending in a lateral direction through at least one of
the layer of dielectric material and the semiconductor mate-
rial; at least one redistribution layer on the multi-layer body
including at least one laterally extending conductive trace; at
least one vertically oriented electrically conductive via
extending at least partially through the multi-layer body; at
least one electrical contact on a first major surface of the
interposer; and at least one electrical contact on a second
major surface of the interposer on a side thereof opposite the
first major surface; wherein the at least one laterally extend-
ing conductive trace and the at least one vertically oriented
electrically conductive via at least partially define an electri-
cal pathway extending through the interposer from the at least
one electrical contact on the first major surface of the inter-
poser to the at least one electrical contact on the second major
surface of the interposer.

Embodiment 2: The interposer of Embodiment 1, wherein
the at least one fluidic microchannel includes at least one
laterally extending section having a transverse cross-sec-
tional shape entirely surrounded by dielectric material.

Embodiment 3: The interposer of Embodiment 2, wherein
the layer of dielectric material comprises a first dielectric
material on the substrate and a second dielectric material on
the semiconductor material, the semiconductor material
being bonded to the substrate by direct dielectric-to-dielectric
atomic bonds between the first dielectric material on the
substrate and the second dielectric material on the semicon-
ductor material.

Embodiment 4: The interposer of Embodiment 3, wherein
the at least one fluidic microchannel is at least partially
defined by at least one laterally extending recess in at least
one of the first dielectric material and the second dielectric
material.

Embodiment 5: The interposer of Embodiment 4, wherein
the at least one fluidic microchannel is at least partially
defined by a first laterally extending recess in the first dielec-
tric material and a second laterally extending recess in the
second dielectric material.
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Embodiment 6: The interposer of any one of Embodiments
1 through 5, wherein the layer of dielectric material com-
prises an oxide.

Embodiment 7: The interposer of Embodiment 6, wherein
the oxide comprises silicon oxide.

Embodiment 8: The interposer of any one of Embodiments
1 through 7, wherein the semiconductor material comprises a
layer of the semiconductor material having an average layer
thickness in a range extending from about ten nanometers (10
nm) to about one and one-half microns (1.5 um).

Embodiment 9: The interposer of any one of Embodiments
1 through 8, wherein the layer of dielectric material has an
average layer thickness in a range extending from about one
tenth of a micron (0.1 um) to about five hundred microns (500
pm).

Embodiment 10: The interposer of any one of Embodi-
ments 1 through 8, further comprising: at least one laterally
extending recess in the layer of semiconductor material;
another semiconductor material bonded over the layer of
semiconductor material; and another dielectric material dis-
posed between the layer of semiconductor material and the
another semiconductor material and lining the at least one
laterally extending recess in the layer of semiconductor mate-
rial, the at least one fluidic microchannel extending in a lateral
direction through the at least one laterally extending recess in
the layer of semiconductor material.

Embodiment 11: The interposer of any one of Embodi-
ments 1 through 10, wherein the semiconductor material
comprises silicon.

Embodiment 12: The interposer of any one of Embodi-
ments 1 through 11, further comprising a fluid within the at
least one fluidic microchannel.

Embodiment 13: The interposer of Embodiment 12, further
comprising a liquid within the at least one fluidic microchan-
nel.

Embodiment 14: A semiconductor structure, comprising:
an interposer, and at least one semiconductor device structur-
ally bonded to the interposer. The interposer comprises: a
multi-layer body including a semiconductor material bonded
to a substrate with a layer of dielectric material between the
semiconductor material and the substrate; at least one fluidic
microchannel extending in a lateral direction through at least
one of the layer of dielectric material and the semiconductor
material; at least one redistribution layer on the multi-layer
body including at least one laterally extending conductive
trace; at least one vertically oriented electrically conductive
via extending at least partially through the multi-layer body;
at least one electrical contact on a first major surface of the
interposer; and at least one electrical contact on a second
major surface of the interposer on a side thereof opposite the
first major surface; wherein the at least one laterally extend-
ing conductive trace and the at least one vertically oriented
electrically conductive via at least partially define an electri-
cal pathway extending through the interposer from the at least
one electrical contact on the first major surface of the inter-
poser to the at least one electrical contact on the second major
surface of the interposer. The at least one semiconductor
device structurally bonded to the interposer includes at least
one conductive structure structurally and electrically coupled
with the at least one electrical contact on the first major
surface of the interposer or the at least one electrical contact
on the second major surface of the interposer.

Embodiment 15: The semiconductor structure of Embodi-
ment 14, wherein the at least one semiconductor device com-
prises at least one of an electronic signal processing device, an
electronic memory device, and a photoactive device.
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Embodiment 16: The semiconductor structure of Embodi-
ment 14 or Embodiment 15, wherein the at least one semi-
conductor device structurally bonded to the interposer com-
prises a plurality of semiconductor devices structurally
bonded to the interposer.

Embodiment 17: The semiconductor structure of Embodi-
ment 16, wherein a first semiconductor device of the plurality
of'semiconductor devices comprises an electronic signal pro-
cessor, and wherein a second semiconductor device of the
plurality of semiconductor devices comprises an electronic
memory device.

Embodiment 18: A method of fabricating a semiconductor
structure including an interposer, comprising: forming a
multi-layer body by forming at least one laterally extending
recess in at least one of a first dielectric material on a substrate
and a second dielectric material on a semiconductor material,
and bonding the semiconductor material to the substrate by
establishing dielectric-to-dielectric atomic bonds directly
between the first dielectric material on the substrate and the
second dielectric material on the semiconductor material and
defining at least one fluidic microchannel between the first
dielectric material and the second dielectric material at an
interface between the first dielectric material and the second
dielectric material; forming at least one vertically oriented
electrically conductive via extending at least partially through
the multi-layer body; providing at least one redistribution
layer on the multi-layer body including at least one laterally
extending conductive trace; providing at least one electrical
contact on a first major surface of the interposer; providing at
least one electrical contact on a second major surface of the
interposer on a side thereof opposite the first major surface;
and forming an electrical pathway extending through the
interposer from the at least one electrical contact on the first
major surface of the interposer to the at least one electrical
contact on the second major surface of the interposer, at least
a portion of the electrical pathway extending through the at
least one vertically oriented electrically conductive via and
through the at least one laterally extending conductive trace.

Embodiment 19: The method of Embodiment 18, further
comprising forming the at least one laterally extending recess
to include at least one laterally extending section having a
transverse cross-sectional shape entirely surrounded by the
first dielectric material and the second dielectric material.

Embodiment 20: The method of Embodiment 18 or
Embodiment 19, further comprising selecting each of the first
dielectric material and the second dielectric material to com-
prise an oxide.

Embodiment 21: The method of Embodiment 20, further
comprising selecting each of the first dielectric material and
the second dielectric material to comprise silicon oxide.

Embodiment 22: The method of any one of Embodiments
18 through 21, wherein forming the at least one laterally
extending recess in at least one of the first dielectric material
on the substrate and the second dielectric material on the
semiconductor material comprises forming a first laterally
extending recess in the first dielectric material and a second
laterally extending recess in the second dielectric material,
and wherein bonding the semiconductor material to the sub-
strate comprises aligning the first laterally extending recess
with the second laterally extending recess such that the at
least one fluidic microchannel is at least partially defined by
each of the first laterally extending recess and the second
laterally extending recess.

Embodiment 23: The method of any one of Embodiments
18 through 22, further comprising selecting the semiconduc-
tor material to comprise a layer of semiconductor material
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having an average layer thickness in a range extending from
about ten nanometers (10 nm) to about one and one-half
microns (1.5 pm).

Embodiment 24: The method of any one of Embodiments
18 through 23, wherein bonding the semiconductor material
to the substrate comprises transferring the layer of semicon-
ductor material from a donor structure to the substrate.

Embodiment 25: The method of Embodiment 24, wherein
transferring the layer of semiconductor material from the
donor structure to the substrate comprises: implanting ions
into the donor structure to form a weakened ion implant plane
therein; bonding the donor structure over the substrate; and
fracturing the donor structure along the weakened ion implant
plane to separate the layer of semiconductor material from a
remainder of the donor structure.

Embodiment 26: The method of any one of Embodiments
18 through 25, further comprising: forming at least one lat-
erally extending recess in the layer of semiconductor mate-
rial; lining the at least one laterally extending recess with a
third dielectric material; and bonding another semiconductor
material to the layer of semiconductor material by establish-
ing dielectric-to-dielectric atomic bonds directly between the
third dielectric material and a fourth dielectric material on the
another semiconductor material and defining at least one
additional fluidic microchannel between the third dielectric
material and the fourth dielectric material at an interface
between the third dielectric material and the fourth dielectric
material, the at least one additional fluidic microchannel at
least partially defined by the at least one laterally extending
recess formed in the layer of semiconductor material.

Embodiment 27: The method of Embodiment 26, further
comprising forming the at least one additional fluidic micro-
channel to include at least one laterally extending section
having a transverse cross-sectional shape entirely surrounded
by the third dielectric material and the fourth dielectric mate-
rial.

Embodiment 28: The method of any one of Embodiments
18 through 27, further comprising selecting the semiconduc-
tor material to comprise silicon.

Embodiment 29: The method of any one of Embodiments
18 through 28, further comprising providing a fluid within the
at least one fluidic microchannel.

Embodiment 30: The method of Embodiment 29, further
comprising providing a liquid within the at least one fluidic
microchannel.

Embodiment 31: The method of any one of Embodiments
18 through 30, further comprising forming at least one verti-
cally extending via hole through the first dielectric material
and at least partially through the substrate prior to bonding the
semiconductor material to the substrate.

Embodiment 32: The method of Embodiment 31, further
comprising providing electrically conductive material within
the at least one vertically extending via hole to form the at
least one vertically oriented electrically conductive via
extending at least partially through the multi-layer body.

Embodiment 33: The method of Embodiment 32, wherein
providing electrically conductive material within the at least
one vertically extending via hole comprises providing the
electrically conductive material within the at least one verti-
cally extending via hole after bonding the semiconductor
material to the substrate.

Embodiment 34: The method of Embodiment 32, wherein
providing electrically conductive material within the at least
one vertically extending via hole comprises providing the
electrically conductive material within the at least one verti-
cally extending via hole before bonding the semiconductor
material to the substrate.
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Embodiment 35: The method of any one of Embodiments
31 through 34, further comprising forming at least one verti-
cally extending additional via hole through the semiconduc-
tor material and the second dielectric material and intercon-
necting the at least one vertically extending additional via
hole with the at least one vertically extending via hole extend-
ing through the first dielectric material and at least partially
through the substrate.

The example embodiments of the disclosure described
above do not limit the scope of the invention, since these
embodiments are merely examples of embodiments of the
invention, which is defined by the scope of the appended
claims and their legal equivalents. Any equivalent embodi-
ments are intended to be within the scope of this invention.
Indeed, various modifications of the disclosure, in addition to
those shown and described herein, such as alternative useful
combinations of the elements described, will become appar-
ent to those skilled in the art from the description. Such
modifications and embodiments are also intended to fall
within the scope of the appended claims.

What is claimed is:

1. A method of fabricating a semiconductor structure
including an interposer comprising a semiconductor-on-insu-
lator (SOI) structure, comprising:

forming an SOI structure including a substrate, a layer of

semiconductor material, and dielectric material between

the substrate and the layer of semiconductor material,

comprising:

forming at least one laterally extending recess in at least
one of a first dielectric material on the substrate and a
second dielectric material on a layer of semiconductor
material of a donor structure; and

transferring the layer of semiconductor material from
the donor structure to the substrate by establishing
dielectric-to-dielectric atomic bonds directly between
the first dielectric material on the substrate and the
second dielectric material on the semiconductor
material and defining at least one fluidic microchan-
nel within the dielectric material of the SOI structure
between the first dielectric material and the second
dielectric material at an interface between the first
dielectric material and the second dielectric material;

forming at least one vertically oriented electrically conduc-

tive via extending at least partially through the SOI

structure;

providing at least one redistribution layer on the SOI struc-

ture including at least one laterally extending conductive
trace;

providing at least one electrical contact on a first major

surface of the SOI structure;

providing at least one electrical contact on a second major

surface of the SOI structure on a side thereof opposite
the first major surface; and

forming an electrical pathway extending through the SOI

structure from the at least one electrical contact on the
first major surface of the SOI structure to the at least one
electrical contact on the second major surface of the SOI
structure, at least a portion of the electrical pathway
extending through the at least one vertically oriented
electrically conductive via and through the at least one
laterally extending conductive trace.

2. The method of claim 1, further comprising forming the
at least one laterally extending recess to include at least one
laterally extending section having a transverse cross-sec-
tional shape entirely surrounded by the first dielectric mate-
rial and the second dielectric material.
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3. The method of claim 1, further comprising selecting
each of the first dielectric material and the second dielectric
material to comprise an oxide.

4. The method of claim 3, further comprising selecting
each of the first dielectric material and the second dielectric
material to comprise silicon oxide.

5. The method of claim 1, wherein forming the at least one
laterally extending recess in at least one of the first dielectric
material on the substrate and the second dielectric material on
the semiconductor material comprises forming a first laterally
extending recess in the first dielectric material and a second
laterally extending recess in the second dielectric material,
and wherein bonding the semiconductor material to the sub-
strate comprises aligning the first laterally extending recess
with the second laterally extending recess such that the at
least one fluidic microchannel is at least partially defined by
each of the first laterally extending recess and the second
laterally extending recess.

6. The method of claim 1, further comprising selecting the
semiconductor material to comprise a layer of semiconductor
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material having an average layer thickness in a range extend-
ing from about ten nanometers (10 nm) to about one and
one-half microns (1.5 um).

7. The method of claim 1, wherein transferring the layer of
semiconductor material from the donor structure to the sub-
strate comprises:

implanting ions into the donor structure to form a weak-

ened ion implant plane therein;

bonding the donor structure over the substrate; and

fracturing the donor structure along the weakened ion

implant plane to separate the layer of semiconductor
material from a remainder of the donor structure.

8. The method of claim 1, further comprising selecting the
semiconductor material to comprise silicon.

9. The method of claim 1, further comprising providing a
fluid within the at least one fluidic microchannel.

10. The method of claim 9, further comprising providing a
liquid within the at least one fluidic microchannel.

#* #* #* #* #*
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